
Waterloo British Car Club Liability Insurance Summary 
 

On Thursday, 25 January, Gerry Hancock, Walter Molloy, and Frank Preston 

met with Gene Beker of Beker Insurance Solutions. This document provides a 

summary of that discussion. 

We started with a discussion of our club structure. We explained that we 

have never been registered as a club. We have no club officers. Club members 

pay no fee to belong to the club. We have no regular expenses as a club. Our only 

means of raising funds is via a 50:50 draw for the club members who attend any 

particular monthly meeting. Everything we do is done by volunteers. The money 

we raise is used to provide gifts to club members, make donations to other 

organizations, and buy a few club related items, for e.g. our club banner. 

Gene explained to us that given we are a group of individuals, operating in a 

non-profit way, it would not be possible for the club to be sued or held liable if an 

accident were to occur. A lawyer might name us as individuals if an accident 

occurred. Coverage for the accident would depend on where the accident 

occurred and how it occurred and would be provided by each individual’s 

insurance coverage. Gene also said, if we attend another organization’s event, 

e.g. Ancaster British Car Flea Market, or British Car Day, any liability for an 

accident falls to the event organizers. He also mentioned that those producing 

either Facebook leads, of putting together the WEB page, since they are doing this 

on a voluntary basis, not being paid to do these items, they can’t be liable for the 

Club events they post. 

We then discussed the sorts of events we hold as a club. This included our 

garage tour, drives to a restaurant or theatre, and our various pot luck events. 

Gene noted that none of these events are held in a public place. Some do have a 

public piece to them, but that piece will be covered by the event organizers, for 

example the Welling County Museum will need liability insurance for their car 

show. Any restaurant we eat at will have their own insurance.  

Our events involve drives, which will have accidents covered by the 

individual’s car insurance. Everyone attending the drive might be sued, of course. 

However, each individual’s car insurance would provide coverage if liability could 



be shown. Our other events involve meeting at a member’s house or cottage. If 

an accident were to happen while on the member’s property, then the member’s 

home insurance would provide coverage. 

The bottom line is that we do not need to buy either overall club liability 

insurance or event insurance, unless we change the nature of our events. It does 

mean that we should each consider whether we have the necessary coverage on 

our homes and cars. The general consensus was that $ 2 million of liability 

coverage on our homes and cars will generally be adequate these days, however 

special situations, for example a swimming pool, may suggest a higher amount is 

required. And we should all take care to ensure our events are as safe as possible. 

But, if things change, what would buying insurance mean to our club?  

• Purchasing insurance would cause any damage amount to be split between 

an individual’s policy claim and the club liability claim 

• The minimum amount to be paid for an annual policy was estimated to be 

between $1,000.00 and $1,200.00, not because that’s what it would work 

out to, but, because that’s the minimum charge for a policy of this kind. 

• If we decided on event insurance, (we had a difficult time coming up with 

an example of an event that we have operated in the past that would 

require that) this would run about $500.00 for the day. 

• Finally, if we did go ahead with an insurance plan, we would then be 

required to register our club and install a full slate of officers to run 

everything club related in the future. 

Our recommendation is to do nothing, i.e. continue as we always have done. 

Also, we recommend each individual review their home and auto coverage to 

ensure you have adequate liability coverage. 


